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Thank you to everyone for making our first half term of the new school year such a special 

one for everyone. We had a lot of new children and families join us at St. Cuthbert’s as 

well as new staff and it didn’t take long at all for everyone to welcome them all into our 

St. Cuthbert’s family. We have already enjoyed many highlights during our first half term of 

and we have many more lined up for our next half term. We will be entering the season of 

Advent soon and continuing our work caring for our common home, each other and 

showing that compassion does really matter.  This newsletter includes a letter on COP26 

from Bishop Robert and information from a letter sent to schools from Public Health 

England, both letters are attached in full with your ParentMail this week.  

 

Congratulations to year 4 who won the attendance of the week star 

for the last week of last half term with a fantastic 99.4%. All children 

are expected to have attendance of at least 96% and we work closely 

with our safeguarding partners to get attendance as good as we can 

get it and we work with families to make sure children are at school 

as often as they can be.  

 

Last half term we continued our focus on the themes in Pope Francis’ 

letter to everyone- Fratelli Tutti- Sisters and Brothers All. Our learning 

always looks at how we care for each and our common home and 

how we can be the positive difference in our own and other people’s 

lives. We finished last half term with our Diversity Week which was part of our wider work 

on Black History Month. The children, staff and all St. Cuthbert’s families have been 

fantastically supportive as always and the responses to work shared on Twitter, Tapestry 

and YouTube has been brilliant. Your responses to what staff and children share are a 

fantastic encouragement and show us all how much you appreciate and celebrate what the 

children and staff do. The children put together a video on racisim which you can see on 

our YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgTjs-vn9Lo&t=10s . Focused 

times like Black History Month and Diverstiy Week celebrate what we do at St. Cuthbert’s 

throughout the year- the focus is with us always as is the focus on providing our children 

with the most innovative, meaningful and exciting curriculum and experiences we can in 

partnership with you.  

Class % 

Reception 93 

Year 1 92 

Year 2 93.7 

Year 3 92.8 

Year 4 99.2 

Year 5 93.3 

Year 6 95 

Whole 

school 

94.1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgTjs-vn9Lo&t=10s
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Highlights of our first half term of this school year included welcoming our very special friends 

Richard and Ursula Moore who came to take part in Compassion Matters lessons with Mrs Cottiss. 

Richard also took part in a whole school question and answers session and enjoyed being 

entertained by our children and their amazing singing and dancing. We welcomed the COP26 

pilgrims as they made their way from Poland and Sweden to the COP26 global conference in 

Glasgow. We’ve been following the pilgrims on their website, 

https://www.klimapilgern.de/en/locate-cp2021/  and this weekend they arrived in Glasgow and 

joined many other groups highlighting the enormity of the responsibility we all have to look after 

our planet, to care for our common home. Our children have been taking their mission back into 

our wider community again and enjoyed a magical and very special day at the Whitley Bay 

Carnival on the same day that Mrs Cottiss and I were delighted to share the work everyone at St. 

Cuthbert’s do in caring for our world and each other at a special Laudato Si conference in Consett. 

Important work highlighting the importance of our Fratelli Tutti carried on throughout our first 

half term as we supported our MacMillan Coffee Morning, Young Minds Mental Health 

Awareness, Black History Month, Diversity Week, First Aid Week, Harvest Festival, Tyne and 

Wear Citizens and Compassion Matters lessons for classes and key stages. We will continue with all 

our compassionate and exciting work next half term and we can’t wait to see what wonderful and 

amazing experiences we have.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.klimapilgern.de/en/locate-cp2021/
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Our Mission is to remember and give praise and thanks for the people who have helped 

shape all our lives, the people who always inspire us and who are special to us. We do this 

when we treat each other with kindness, respect, compassion and love. We are a strong 

and united community and we are at our very best when we are supporting each other 

and people in need around us like we do every day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any concerns about your child’s, or another child’s safety, including their online 

safety, or questions about behaviour we always ask that you speak to us at school. It is 

important that we are part of discussions that may be happening around children’s 

behaviour and welfare. We record incidents and concerns electronically on our CPOMS 

system and we work very closely with Clennell Education Solutions to make sure all our staff 

are up to date with the best safeguarding training available and to provide leading 

professional advice when requested. This means that we have a broad picture of anything 

that is happening at school and, with your help, we can make sure any concerns are 

addressed quickly and do not escalate or lead to children or families falling out.   

 

This week Bishop Robert has sent all the children and families in the Diocese of 

Hexham and Newcastle asking us all to pray that decisions made at COP26 

have a positive impact and benefit to everyone in the world and that 

Pope Francis’ message in Laudato Si is heard- it our responsibility to work 

together to care for our common home. Bishop Robert’s letter is on the 

following pages of this newsletter and attached separately.   
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All schools in North Tyneside were contacted just before the end of last half term by 

Public Health England outlining a local response to the Health Secretary’s press conference 

on 20
th
 October. The letter, which is attached along with this newsletter, highlights that 

rates of COVID-19 are increasing in our local area, particularly in North Tyneside and 

amongst younger people. With this in mind they have advised a number of actions that 

schools should follow to help keep everyone as safe as possible. At St. Cuthbert’s we kept 

most of our COVID risk assessment measures in place when we returned to school in 

September. These include having a staggered start and end to each day for each class thus 

reducing the amount of people at the school gate and on the school yard at any given 

time. This measure will stay in place and we greatly appreciate the support you have 

given us in doing this. We have continued to keep all areas around school as ventilated as 

possible at all times with all doors and windows open throughout the day and this will 

also continue as will the regular cleaning of contact points such as door handles and light 

switches, throughout school. All children and staff sanitise and wash hands regularly every 

day and are brilliant at making sure they follow rules and procedures we put in place at 

school. The letter also recommends that we carefully consider if residential trips or 

educational visits should take place. We have traditionally had residential visits for 

children in years 3, 4, 5 and 6 each year and they are not only very popular but fantastic 

and memorable experiences for everyone. We hope to be able to go on residential trips 

again but won’t book anything until we are advised it is safe to do so. If we booked a 

residential trip and it was cancelled due to COVID restrictions families would stand to lose 

a lot of money that had been paid and we don’t want this to happen. All our educational 

trips take place after risk assessments are carried out and this will continue with trips going 

ahead when we feel it is safe to do so and trips not happening if we feel they are unsafe.  

 

Thank you to everyone who has kept us informed of any lateral flow or PCR testing that 

has been happening during half term- this is very important to us at St. Cuthbert’s as we 

always want to know how everyone is doing and to help where we can. Test and trace 

are responsible for contacting anyone who they believe should isolate if they have been in 

contact with anyone testing positive for COVID. They haven’t contacted us yet to suggest 

isolation for any children or staff and if they do we will contact anyone we need to 

immediately.  

 

The letter is written for all schools in North Tyneside and we have all being dealing with 

COVID in ways that best suit our own schools. At St. Cuthbert’s everyone has worked 

fantastically well together and there will be very little changes to how school runs for the 

children, for you and for our staff as we kept many measures in place from last year. As 

we enter the winter we will continue to watch the local and regional data on COVID, 

listen to and heed advice from Public Health, North Tyneside Council and Bishop Bewick 

Catholic Education Trust and the national government. We will keep everyone as up to 

date as possible with any changes to our school day and all communications will be 

through ParentMail to everyone concerned in the first instance.  
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If your child is at school, becomes unwell and shows symptoms of Coronavirus 

If your child becomes unwell at school and develops one of the three main symptoms of 

Coronavirus; 

• a high temperature,  

• a new, continuous cough,  

• a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of smell or taste,  

they will be sent home immediately. They will be isolated within school and supervised, 

as necessary, until they can be collected. Any member of staff supervising a child will be 

wearing appropriate PPE, including a visor, disposable apron and disposable gloves. 

Windows in the room will be open and the door will be closed, the door has a clear pane 

of glass allowing other members of staff to check both the child and member of staff are 

OK. Once your child has been collected the room will be deep cleaned. We will contact 

you via telephone as soon as possible should your child need to go home. You must ensure 

all your contact numbers are up to date and that you answer your phone as soon as 

possible when we phone. Our school phone number is 0191 691 9876, if you have missed 

a call from this number please phone us as soon as possible. If we do not have your up-

to-date contact details, please contact the school office as soon as possible to notify us of 

any changes. If a child has a runny nose or sore throat they can come to school if well 

enough.  

 

The advice below has been given to us by Public Health England and reflects the change 

in approach to isolation due to positive cases of COVID. A full class no longer has to isolate 

due to a child or member of staff testing positive for COVID and school are no longer 

responsible for any track and tracing. If any child or member of staff does test positive we 

will still follow all guidance given to us by Public Health England and we will let you know 

if we need to act as soon as possible. 

 

Who needs to isolate? 

  

1. Anyone with COVID-19 symptoms or a positive test result should stay at home and 

self-isolate immediately. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should arrange to 

have a PCR test as soon as possible. This still applies even if you have received one 

or more doses of COVID-19 vaccine. 

  

2. Identified close contacts including household contacts are not required to self-isolate 

if any of the following apply: 

• they are fully vaccinated 

• they are below the age of 18 years 6 months 

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine 

trial 

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

They should be encouraged to seek a PCR test but they DO NOT need to isolate while the 

await the test or the result. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms
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3. Close contacts who do not meet the above criteria must self isolate for 10 days even 

if their PCR test is negative. 

  

Individuals should not arrange to have a PCR test if they have previously received a 

positive PCR test result in the last 90 days, unless they develop any new symptoms of 

COVID-19. 

We follow Public Health England’s advice and will inform families of any actions that may 

need to be taken if any member of staff or child tests positive for COVID-19. So far this 

term term no child or member of staff who would be in contact with a child has tested 

positive and we had no contact advising us to take any action from Public Health England 

or any other authority. If you have any questions at all about what to do please keep your 

child off school and get in touch with us and we will help you as much as we can. 

If you haven’t joined our school lottery yet it is really easy and gives you a chance of 

winning our school jackpot each week and gives you an entry to a much bigger weekly 

jackpot. All profits from the lottery go towards helping us make sure our children continue 

to have the fantastic opportunities they get every week at St. Cuthbert’s. Our weekly prize 

currently stands at £19.80, you will also be entered into a national school lottery for 

£25,000 draw each week. You can sign up at  

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primaryschool/supporter  

Thank you to everyone who has been using Tapestry, our 

keepingintouch@stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk email and school phone to keep in touch with 

school staff. It is very important that lines of communication are kept as open and honest 

as possible between school and home as we work hard to keep our open-door policy and 

approach going by making so many ways to keep in touch available. As highlighted in the 

past we don’t use Facebook or WhatsApp or any other social media apart from Twitter 

(which we don’t use to answer questions), and we won’t be setting up accounts on either 

medium. If you have any questions, concerns, or need to chat to a member of staff at 

school please make sure you use one of three methods we have put in place: 

• Message a member of staff on Tapestry with messages regarding work, arrangements 

for the school day for your child etc. All staff have access to Tapestry. 

• Email keepingintouch@stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk. You should email this address if 

you want to discuss or inform of us anything that is more confidential. Emails to this 

address are only read by Mrs Cottiss and Mr Dillon.  

• Phone 0191 691 9876 and arrange an agreed time to chat to someone. Use the school 

phone number to advise us of absence from school, for questions about day to day 

things. Phoning school during the school day remains the best way to get in touch. 

If you have not yet activated your Tapestry account or if you are having trouble accessing 

it please let us know as soon as possible. Tapestry is one of the main ways we keep in 

touch with families and it is important that you can receive messages and posts from it 

even of you don’t use it lots yourself. 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
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mailto:keepingintouch@stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk


St. Cuthbert’s School Newsletter #stcuthbertsns 

Sunday 31
st
 October 2021 www.northtynesidecatholic.org.uk/             

Mass times online on Facebook at St. Cuthbert’s each Sunday at 11am.   Fr. Chris Hughes can be contacted on 257 5801  

Thank you to everyone who is using Easyfundraising.   

We now have 88 supporters and are well past the £1000 mark, raising a fantastic £1193.79 

so far! There are no catches to using the site, you don’t need to share bank or payment 

details, just sign up and choose to support St. Cuthbert’s. all you then need to do is search 

for your chosen store or seller on the easyfundraising site and do your online shopping as 

normal. If you are booking a holiday, buying any insurance, changing internet suppliers, 

mobile phone providers etc. online, and do so through the site they make quite big 

donations to school! It's really easy to get set up and running, all you need to do is:  

1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stcuthbertsrcprimary/and join for 

free.  

2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and 

start shopping.  

3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to St. Cuthbert’s at no 

extra cost to you whatsoever!  

There are no catches or hidden charges and we would be really grateful for your support 

and donations which will go towards all our children.  

 

Thank you for your amazing continued support, stay safe and God bless,  

Shaun Dillon 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stcuthbertsrcprimary/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stcuthbertsrcprimary/

