AN

\g/ ,
St. CUthbert S SChOOl NQWSletter #stcuthbertsns
Sunday 18th May 2025 www.northtynesidecatholic.org.uk/

We had another busy week at St. Cuthbert’s last week, and we have another
busy week ahead. Everyone was brilliant supporting our Year 6 children
during their SATs tests and classes continued to take their learning outdoors
in the lovely weather. We also welcomed friends from our parish to school
and started preparations for our May Procession next Friday and the Whitley
Bay Carnival next Saturday 24t May.

Class %
Our attendance of the week winners this week are Year 6 Reception | 92.8
with a fantastic score of 99% Can we remind all families that » 2 Year | 931
we ask you to contact us at school when your child is absent i
from school for any reason at all. Information about the impact Year 2 95.2
of attendance and punctuality on your child’s education is available on | Year 3 93.8
our school website. You can find it on the Attendance and Term Dates Year 4 97.7
page.

Year 5 92.0
Thank you eveyone for supporting our Year 6 children last week whist Year 6 (%99.0
they did their SATs tests. Our children and staff work hard at all times Whole school | 94,8

and they are always well prepared for these tests when they arrive.
SATs tests do not define who they are as young people or who we are
as a school, they do not measure the creativity, compassion, resilience,
or humanity of the amazing children, staff and families of St. Cuthbert’s.
Year 6 prepared for each day with breakfast together before school,
thank you to our brilliant, dedicated staff team for prepaing this and
making sure everyone was looked after and to Angie, Norma and Sue  [ifiegest
in the kitchen for the cooked breakfast on Thursday morning. As an end |

of SATs treat Year 6 went to Shiremoor Adventure Playground and had a great time at one of
our favourite places. The team at Shiremoor Adventure Playground share the same vision for
children as us and the sign on their wall, from Article 31 of the Rights Of The Child says it all,
all children have the right to relax, play and enjoy a range of activities.
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Compassion Matters is unique to St. Cuthbert’s, and the work our children and staff do
with Mrs Cottiss is at the core of how we live out our school mission. During the recent
local elections, our children had the opportunity to visit the polling station at St. Cuthbert’s
and talk to the presiding officers to learn more about the democratic process. They all also
voted new members onto our student council, including children from our Nursery Class.
Our council have met and they have been talking about what they would like St.
Cuthbert’s children, families, staff, and community do together to support each other and
people in need in their time of need. They have also invited North Tyneside’s Young
Mayor and Young MP to St. Cuthbert’s next week to meet our whole school. They have
questions for both representatives and it will be fantastic for our children to see that they
could be in these roles, representing young people in our community, when they are at
high school. Our Mini Vinnies began preparations for two big events last week, and they
welcomed Marie and Kath from the parish who helped them. We will be celebrating Mass
with Fr. Chris and the parish next Friday afternoon before carrying our statue of Mary,
covered in flowers, through the streets of North Shields and back to school. We would love
you all to join us for this very special celebration, for every child to bring a flower to
school and to come dressed for the occasion. St. Cuthbert’s will also be at the Whitley Bay
Carnival next Saturday, 24th May, with rehearsals underway and costumes created by our
wonderful Mini Vinnies. All these events and celebrations bring our community together
and help make St. Cuthbert’s the very special, strong, supportive and compassioante
community it is where we all know that people need people.
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Thank you, everyone, for reclaiming items of lost uniform and other clothes last week.
Everything unclaimed will now be added to our uniform rails at the back of the school hall
which children and families use every day. We encourage everyone to support our mission
to live out the message in Pope Francis’ Laudato Si- Caring For Our Common Home, by
upcycling and reusing the clothes on our uniform rail. Doing so helps us reduce the need
for families to buy more items of uniform and means that good quality clothes aren’t
thrown out when they stop fitting children. It is 10 years since Laudato Si was published
and it continues to be part of our mission at St. Cuthbert’s to care for our environment and
each other.
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We have put together a Social, Emotional and Mental Health team at St. B
Cuthbert’s and the team introduced themselves to everyone who came to our < %
recent Empathy activity morning. The team are made up of Ms Shepherd as

SENDco, Mr Capper who has a wealth of experience leading support and

inclusion at a large local high school, Mrs Cottiss, Miss Fielding and Mr Dillon

who are all Senior Mental Health Leads and Mrs Lavery who is our new Family Support
Worker. Our team have made connections with North Tyneside Connect Team and has
begun working with a number of children and families already with more families coming
forward for advice and support. In addition to the team and the partnerships created all
families with children at St. Cuthbert’s have been sent signup details for the Wellbeing Hub,
an online resource with lots of information, help and advice for families which you can
access any time you need to. Families can face challenges at different times and The
Wellbeing Hub is an online resource which could possibly be of help. Mrs Lavery works
with us every Thursday and you can contact her by email at any time, her address is
kiera.lavery @stcuthberts.email

Can we remind all families that you must let us know who is collecting a child after school
if you, the person who would normally do the collection, isn’t? If you need to change
arrangements at the last minute, please phone the school office and let us know. this helps
avoid asking the person who has come to collect the child to wait around unnecessarily
and helps us ensure all our children are where they are supposed to be. If the person
collecting your child is someone we don’t know or haven’t met often we may ask you for
a word or phrase that they can repeat to us, therefore confirming who they are.

If you have any concerns about your child’s or another

child’s safety, including their online safety, or questions C Le n n e I_l_f
about behaviour, we always ask that you speak to us at

school. It is important that we are part of discussions that

may be happening around children’s behaviour and welfare.

We record incidents and concerns electronically on our C P O M S

CPOMS system and we work very closely with Clennell

Education Solutions to make sure all our staff are up to date

with the best safeguarding training available and to provide leading professional advice


https://teentips.co.uk/
https://teentips.co.uk/
mailto:kiera.lavery@stcuthberts.email
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when requested. This means that we have a broad picture of anything that is happening at
school and, with your help, we can make sure any concerns are addressed quickly and do
not escalate or lead to children or families falling out. If you have a concern that you feel
needs attention immediately, and it is outside of normal school hours, you can contact the
North Tyneside Safeguarding Team’s Front Door service on 0345 2000 109 during office
hours or 0330 333 7475 during the evening or at weekends. We work in partnership with
the team and they will inform us at school of any referrals made to them during weekends,
evenings, and holidays when school is closed. You can also find out more information about
safeguarding in North Tyneside on their website and our school website.

Thank you once again to everyone who has signed up for your Appetite account and to
everyone who is using it to pre-order children’s school lunches. It is very, very important
that you get your account set up as it allows you to see the menu for the coming weeks,
including all the dietary and nutritional information you might want to see. No child will
ever be left hungry and the staff in our kitchen know all our children well. If you have any

questions about the new school meals system or menu, or need help with the app or using
the Appetite service online, please get in touch with us at school.

We would like to remind families that we have a no-jewellery policy for children at St.
Cuthbert’s, the only exceptions to this are that children can wear a watch and if they have
their ears pierced they can wear a small stud- not hoops. Can you please make sure your
child doesn’t wear any jewellery to school, especially on their outdoor learning day when
a few have started to wear chains, necklaces, or bracelets. Outdoor learning day clothes
should be old clothes, suitable for the weather, that will get dirty and, most likely smell of
smoke by the end of the day.

We get lots of questions at school about keeping children safe
online when they are away from school. We have begun
information posters from National Online Safety and these will 0 c 0 with -
be helpful as they provide up-to-date advice on how to manage S#randyoung peopie

different services and apps for children at home. The Think You ;.;F - i g
Know website is also very useful for advice and information  g:).2
and you can find it by clicking the link below. The site is aimed at adults and the sub;ects
are about keeping children safe online. https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/

8-10
years old

Can we please remind families that for all classes from reception through to year 6 the school day
has a ‘soft start’ meaning that the school gates and doors will open at 8.40 am and children
should go straight to their class when they come on to the playground from 8.40 am. The doors


https://my.northtyneside.gov.uk/category/488/are-you-worried-about-child#:~:text=If%20you%20have%20concerns%20about,Service%20call%200345%202000%20109.
https://www.stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk/copy-of-inspection-reports-and-perfor-1
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
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and gates then close at 8.55 am when all children should be in their class- anyone who arrives at

school after 8.55 am should come to school through the main office. _

Can we also remind

everyone that no adults should be in the school building in the morning or at the end of the
school day. If you need to speak to a class teacher you can contact them through Tapestry, phone
the school office to make an appointment or pass on a message or catch them at the end of the
school day once all children have been passed over to their families. Our school day ends at 3.25
pm for all children. Can we also please remind families that dogs, no matter how small, are not
permitted through the school gates or on the school playground. We have over 500 people on
the playground at the start and end of each day and we all greatly appreciate your help and
support in keeping our school as safe as possible and our school days running smoothly for
everyone.

Thank you to everyone who is using Easyfundraising.

There are no catches to using the site, you don’t need to 5%
share bank or payment details, just sign up and choose to Q eaSqundra|$|ng
support St. Cuthbert’s. all you then need to do is search for | 3 fee( QOOd SkOPPW\g
your chosen store or seller on the easyfundraising site and

do your online shopping as normal. If you are booking a holiday, buying any insurance, changing
internet suppliers, mobile phone providers, etc. online, and doing so through the site they make
quite big donations to school! It's really easy to get set up and running, all you need to do is:

1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stcuthbertsrcprimary/and join for free.

2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start shopping.
3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will donate to St. Cuthbert’s at no extra cost to you
whatsoever!

There are no catches or hidden charges and we would be grateful for your support and donations which
will go towards all our children.

Thank you to everyone who has been using Tapestry, our keepingintouch@stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk

email, and school phone to keep in touch with school staff. Lines of communication must be kept as open
and honest as possible between school and home as we work hard to keep our open-door policy and
approach going by making so many ways to keep in touch available.

questions), and we won’t be setting up accounts on either medium. If you have any questions, or
concerns, or need to chat with a member of staff at school please make sure you use one of three methods
we have put in place:
e Message a member of staff on Tapestry with messages regarding work, arrangements
for the school day for your child, etc. All staff have access to Tapestry.
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https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stcuthbertsrcprimary/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stcuthbertsrcprimary/
mailto:keepingintouch@stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk
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e Phone 0191 691 9876 and arrange an agreed time to chat with someone. Use the
school phone number to advise us of absence from school, and for questions about
day-to-day things. Phoning school during the school day remains the best way to get
in touch.

If you have not yet activated your Tapestry account or if you are having trouble accessing
it please let us know as soon as possible. Tapestry is one of the main ways we keep in
touch with families and it is important that you can receive messages and posts from it

even if you don’t use it a lot yourself.
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If you haven’t joined our school lottery yet it is really easy and gives you a chance of
winning our school jackpot each week and gives you an entry to a much bigger weekly
jackpot. All profits from the lottery go towards helping us make sure our children continue
to have the fantastic opportunities they get every week at St. Cuthbert’s. Our weekly prize
currently stands at £19.80, you will also be entered into a national school lottery for a
£25,000 draw each week. You can sign up at
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary

We work continuously with all staff and children to keep children and everyone at St.
Cuthbert’s safe at all times. Our current Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy and
further information is on our school website,
https://www.stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk/safeguarding and they outline our approaches and
policies to safeguarding throughout school. You will also find a copy of our safeguarding
policy that we share with the children. It has been written to be accessible to the children
and goes alongside all the work we do with them throughout the year. We teach
safeguarding and staying safe through many different subjects and you will see the weekly
online safety posters we add to every newsletter that we send out. Throughout the year we
also have online safety lessons with all children and these range in topic from what to do if
a child feels unsafe, how to create the best usernames and passwords and how to judge if
the information you are reading or watching is genuine and accurate. We also hold online
safety sessions for families each year to help you keep your children safe online at home. If
you have any questions about safeguarding at St. Cuthbert’s please get in touch by emailing
keepingintouch@stcuthberts.email or speaking to Mr Dillon or Mrs Cottiss who you can
find on the school playground at the start of each day or by phoning the school office.

Next week we will be saying goodbye to Miss Fielding, who is moving on to new
adventures. Miss Fielding has worked with children and colleagues across St. Cuthbert’s
since she joined us in September 2021, most recently in our Nursery. | am sure you will all
join us in saying thank you and best wishes for the future to Miss Fielding.

Thank you for your fantastic continued support, stay safe and God bless,
Shaun Dillon


https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk/safeguarding
mailto:keepingintouch@stcuthberts.email
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Mass times online on Facebook and at St. Cuthbert’s each Sunday at 11am. Fr. Chris Hughes can be contacted on 257 5801
Our weekly E-Safety information posters now come with a link to the National Online

Safety website and further resources, including podcasts and more explanations about the
app or service highlighted each week. You can access the resources by clicking here Wake
Up Wednesday.
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WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

What Parents & Educators Need toﬁ(now about

IPMINECRAETH

still the best-selling game of all time, Minecraft is a bastion of creativity and community, with hundreds of
millions of players building and crafting in its almost endless world. The popularity of Minecraft among
gamers of all ages means it's important to remain informed about the game, including how to play it safely
and whether it’s suitable for the children in your care. That's why we’ve created this guide explaining the
risks associated with Minecraft and how to ensure a purely enjoyable gaming experience.
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While Minecraft canbe seenasakind
of ‘digital LEGO’, certain game modes include .
creatures accompanied by eerie sound effects.
These can be a bit too frightening for some

younger players, potentially leading to

distressing in-game combat and other

encounters — although the combat is quite basic
and free from any real depiction of violence.

' ]

THT)
Some players in Minecraft take ﬁlﬂﬁm
pleasure in deliberately damaging
or destroying another person’s creations.
This behaviour, known as ‘griefing’, is a form of
bullying - it intentionally ruins someone else’s
experience by erasing hours of their work and
forcing them to start over. Many public servers
regard griefing as a serious offence and often
ban those who engage in it.

ADDICTIVENESS

Minecraft’s focus on creativity means

that, as with any creative endeavour, it

can be easy to get carried away. If your child is
finding it difficult to manage their time because
they’re drawn in by Minecraft’s gameplay loop
of resource gathering and building elaborate
projects, it could have a knock-on effect on their
soclal Interactions and schoolwork.

CHOOSE THE RIGHT MODE %,

Selecting Creative or Peaceful mode allows

children to play Minecraft without having to contend
with enemies. It's also a great way for you to get used to
playing the game with them, since the difficulty level is
far lower. This allows you to work together on a long-term
project, creating something special without the threat of

_« enemies and creatures attacking you or damaging your

building.

m

RESEARCH CONTENT CREATORS

Much of Minecraft’s early stages can be an exercise in frustration for

players who don’t know where to start. Thankfully, there’s a wealth of material
online and in video format to help you learn the basics. Just be mindful that some
of this content may not be appropriate for children, so you should consider

2 =

watching it yourself first.

A
Meet Our Expert

HOST A PRIVATE SERVER

The easiest way to find a safe server for children

to play on is to make one yourself. Hosting a

server prevents strangers from finding it, unless

they've been given its address and password. A private
server also lets you control who's allowed to enter and - if
necessary — ban anyone who shouldn't be there. This is
the closest equivalent to parental controls in Minecraft.
Hosting a private server, however, will cost a monthly fee.

@

PUBLIC SERVERS AND
COMMUNICATIONS

With public servers being so easily accessible in
Minecraft, it's highly likely that children will end
up chatting with strangers through the in-game
text chat, Some servers even place an emphasis
on soclal interaction, actively encouraging
communication between players. While there's
nothing inherently wrong with this, it does carry
certain risks. In addition to the concerns around
speaking with strangers online, players who
host their own servers may have their IP
addresses exposed, posing a further security
concern.

U
ADDITIONAL

PURCHASES 0 %

Minecraft is available as a free trial on a

variety of devices; however, the full game
requires a one-off purchase. After that, players
have the option to buy additional cosmetic
upgrades or subscribe to Minecraft Realms.
Realms is an entirely optional subscription
service that allows users to run their own private
server to play with friends. Without proper
supervision, younger players may end up
making unintended or excessive purchases.

TALK ABOUT STRANGERS

Atsome point in their lives, almost everyone will

make contact with a stranger online. Talking to children
about online safety, therefore, is essential - as is having a
plan for dealing with any hostile or difficult people. It's
important that a child knows never to tell a stranger
about themselves online and that they should come to
you straight away if they do encounter a problem.

PLAY MINECRAFT WITH YOUR CHILD

% As a creative building tool, Minecraft makes it great fun for children to team ‘

up and construct vast buildings accompanied by imaginative landscapes, much
like working with LEGO or model kits. Playing in a game mode that includes
enemies can encourage critical thinking and teamwork; however, you should

consider which game mode is appropriate for the child in your care.

Lloyd Coombes is Gaming Editor at the Daily Star, and has worked in
games media for more than 6 years. A long-time gaming enthusiast, he
is also a parent and therefore a keen advocate of online safety for

children of all ages.

X @wake_up_weds

n fwuwthenationalcollege

@wake.up.wednesday
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National
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¢} @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 14.05.2025
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PE and Outdoor Learning Timetables 2024/2025

Day
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday

Friday

Children should come to school wearini their PE kit on their PE day.

Class

Year 5

Reception Class

Year 6. Year 2, Year 3

Year 1 and Year 4

We have a timetable for outdoor learning but classes will take learning outdoors as often as they can
throughout the week. Children should wear old clothes on their outdoor learning day, PE kit on PE day
and school uniform on all other days. If an outdoor learning day is the same as a PE then children should
wear PE kit that is suitable for outdoors and whatever weather we are forecast to have.

Outdoor Learning Dates

Nursery (Friday)
Reception (Friday)

Year 1 (Tuesdays)
Year 2 (Tuesdays)
Year 3 (Wednesdays)
Year 4 (Wednesdays)
Year 5 (Mondays)
Year 6 (Mondays)
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Below are some of the main dates and times for events during the rest of this school year.
We will be adding more to the list each week, and if there are any changes, we will give
you as much notice as possible.

Location
Monday 19t May- Year 6 Residential Trip Great Tower, Windermere
Wednesday 21¢ May
23/05/2025 Tpm May Procession and Mass School and St. Cuthbert’s
Church
23/05/2025 3.25pm Half term School
24/05/2025 | Morning Whitley Bay Carnival Whitley Bay
02/06/2025 8.40am Return after half term School
21/06/2025 | 10am First Holy Communion Mass St. Cuthbert’s Church
30/06/2025 | All week Week of Sport School
until
04/07/2025
02/07/2025 | 9am Sports Day School
07/07/2025 | Afternoon Saville Exchange Dance Show Saville Exchange
and evening
TBC
12/07/2025 | Morning Mouth of The Tyne Festival Tynemouth
15/07/2025 2pm Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly School
16/07/2025 9.30am End of Year whole school Mass School




