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Thank you everyone for joining us for our St. Cuthbert’s Day Mass with Fr.
Chris and the parish last week. Thank you also for your continued support
as we work together to provide St. Cuthbert’s children with the best
opportunities to grow and thrive in every way.

Our attendance of the week winners this week are Year 5
again with a score of 97.8% Can we remind all families
that we ask you to contact us at school when your child is

Class %
Reception | 90.5

absent from school for any reason at all. There is information " | Year1 95.4
about the impact of attendance and punctuality on your child’s Year 2 88.5
education available on our school website, you can find it on the Year 3 94.6
Attendance and Term Dates page.

Year 4 95.6

Year 5 (*5 97.8
Thank you to everyone who joined us for our St. Cuthbert’s Day ear T

Year 6 95.6

Mass with Fr. Chris and the parish last Thursday morning. Mrs Cottiss
and | are part of the St. Cuthbert and St. Joseph’s parish jubilee group | Whele school | 94.0%
and we are planning events and celebrations throughout this jubilee
year. It has been very special working with the parish and families who
have been part of St. Cuthbert’s school and parish for generations.

Our Reception children have been busy learning about Mothering Sunday
and how Mother's Day is celebrated around the world. Mothering Sunday
comes from the old tradition of everyone returning to their mother church on the same
date each year. As part of our Mothering Sunday celebrations, the children would love to
invite their families to school on Friday 28th March at 9.10am for an assembly to celebrate
this special day. If you are able to join the class please make sure you complete and submit
the very short ParentMail form sent out last week.

Last week we were informed that Spring Gardens Out Of School Club closed with
immediate effect. The club is not part of Spring Gardens Primary School and their families
and ours have been left without the provision the club provided. If we hear any more
news about what is happening we let will everyone know as soon as possible.

After almost nineteen years teaching at St. Cuthbert's, Mrs Moody has decided to begin the
next adventure in her life and will be retiring from teaching at Easter. Mrs Moody has sent
a letter to all our Year 3 families letting them know. Our new Year 3 teacher will be joining
us after Easter. She has worked with us a lot already and knows St. Cuthbert’s really well.


https://www.stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk/term-dates
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Our parish was formed in 1807 and it was the first Catholic Church built in the region
outside of Newcastle. The first St. Cuthbert’s Primary School was opened to children of all
faiths 40 years later on the fish quay and moved through North Shields settling on our
current site in 1907. Our school was opened to provide an education to children from all
backgrounds, most notably children of families who had left their home countries due to
famine, conflict and oppression. North Shields has a fantastic history of welcoming families
from around the world, and like many other seafaring towns, it has a rich and diverse
heritage and culture. Mrs Cottiss and | are delighted to be part of the St. Cuthbert and St.
Joseph’s Parish Jubilee group and we have begun making plans for events and celebrations
throughout the year. Many people in the group were past pupils of St. Cuthbert’s and their
children and grandchildren have and continue to be part of our school. The original
mission of our school was to be a safe place where children could learn, achieve, enjoy and
succeed together and it continues to be our mission today. To succeed in this mission
working together, with our children continually at the heart of what we plan and do, is
vital. The links we have with our parish are very strong and we know that even more
partnerships and sharing of skills and talents will come from the work we are doing. Our
next Compassion Matters inspiration will help us all understand even more the need for a
community which treats everyone with care, dignity, empathy, respect and compassion.
Our children will find out all about the inspirational Ruby Bridges and they will recognise
and understand how her determination to do what is right and to stand up against
prejudice and discrimination. Doing what is right is often difficult, particularly when other
people try to tell you what you should do, say and how you should feel about situations
you are in. Ruby is another fantastic example of rejecting these pressures from other people
and her brave actions and support of her family and community made an enormous
positive difference to the lives of generations of people. Another perfect example of our
belief that people will always need people.
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All our clubs are free of charge and our staff give up their own time to make sure your

children can have a great time taking part in activities they love. All clubs after school begin

at 3.30pm finish at 4.30pm and children must be collected from the school car park at

4.30pm.

time. Clubs this half term are:

Day & Time Club Class Staff

Tuesday 8.10am Mini Mini Vinnies Rec, Y1 & Y2 Mrs Cottiss & Mrs
Stephens

Tuesday 8.10am Cycling Club Years 4 & 5 Miss Fielding, Miss
Southgate, Mr Capper

Tuesday 3.30pm Eco Club Years 1 and 2 Miss Fielding & Miss
Fellows

Wednesday Rockstar Maths Years 3 and 4 Mrs Massie

lunchtimes

Wednesday 3.30pm | Drawing Years 3 and 4 Mrs Moody

Thursday 3.30pm Mini Vinnies Years 3,4,5 & 6 Mrs Cottiss, Mrs Stephens,
Miss Fielding

Thursday 3.30pm Football Club Year 3,4,5 & 6 Miss Collings, Mr Capper,
Mr Smart, Mr Dillon

Friday 3.30pm Campfire Club Year 2 & siblings Mrs Cottiss & Mr Dillon

All families with children at St. Cuthbert’s have been sent signup details for the P
Wellbeing Hub, an online resource with lots of information, help and advice & “
for families which you can access any time you need to. Families can face

challenges at different times and The Wellbeing Hub is an online resource

which could possibly be of help.

Can we remind all families that you must let us know who is collecting a child after school
if you, the person who would normally do the collection, isn’t? If you need to change
arrangements at the last minute please phone the school office and let us know, this helps
avoid asking the person who has come to collect the child waiting around unnecessarily
and helps us ensure all our children are where they are supposed to be. If the person
collecting your child is someone we don’t know or haven’t met often we may ask you for
a word or phrase that they can repeat to us, therefore confirming who they are.

If you have any concerns about your child’s, or another

child’s safety, including their online safety, or questions C l_e n n e l_l_{*

about behaviour we always ask that you speak to us at Education Solutions
school. It is important that we are part of discussions that

may be happening around children’s behaviour and welfare.
We record incidents and concerns electronically on our C P O M S


https://teentips.co.uk/
https://teentips.co.uk/
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CPOMS system and we work very closely with Clennell Education Solutions to make sure all
our staff are up to date with the best safeguarding training available and to provide leading
professional advice when requested. This means that we have a broad picture of anything
that is happening at school and, with your help, we can make sure any concerns are
addressed quickly and do not escalate or lead to children or families falling out. If you have
a concern that you feel needs attention immediately, and it is outside of normal school
hours, you can contact the North Tyneside Safeguarding Team’s Front Door service on 0345
2000 109 during office hours or 0330 333 7475 during the evening or at weekends. We
work in partnership with the team and they will inform us at school of any referrals made to
them during weekends, evenings, and holidays when school is closed. You can also find out
more information about safeguarding in North Tyneside on their website and our school
website.

Thank you once again to everyone who has signed up for your Appetite account and to
everyone who is using it to pre-order children’s school lunches. It is very, very important
that you get your account set up as it allows you to see the menu for the coming weeks,
including all the dietary and nutritional information you might want to see. No child will
ever be left hungry and the staff in our kitchen know all our children well. If you have any
questions about the new school meals system or menu, or need help with the app or using
the Appetite service online, please get in touch with us at school.

We would like to remind families that we have a no-jewellery policy for children at St.
Cuthbert’s, the only exceptions to this are that children can wear a waitch and if they have
their ears pierced they can wear a small stud- not hoops. Can you please make sure your
child doesn’t wear any jewellery to school, especially on their outdoor learning day when
a few have started to wear chains, necklaces, or bracelets. Outdoor learning day clothes
should be old clothes, suitable for the weather, that will get dirty and, most likely smell of
smoke by the end of the day.

We get lots of questions at school about keeping children safe eﬂ'*”"" Wk oma i TROE Sdieion
online when they are away from school. We have begun

information posters from National Online Safety and these will gmfewonalworkmgw“h -
be helpful as they provide up-to-date advice on how to manage Serandyoung peopie

different services and apps for children at home. The Think You _;-;_-F' s10 el
Know website is also very useful for advice and information mann Vel B
and you can find it by clicking the link below. The site is aimed at adults and the sub)ects
are about keeping children safe online. https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/



https://my.northtyneside.gov.uk/category/488/are-you-worried-about-child#:~:text=If%20you%20have%20concerns%20about,Service%20call%200345%202000%20109.
https://www.stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk/copy-of-inspection-reports-and-perfor-1
https://www.stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk/copy-of-inspection-reports-and-perfor-1
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
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Can we please remind families that for all classes from reception through to year 6 the school day
has a ‘soft start’ meaning that the school gates and doors will open at 8.40 am and children
should go straight to their class when they come on to the playground from 8.40 am. The doors
and gates then close at 8.55 am when all children should be in their class- anyone who arrives at

school after 8.55 am should come to school through the main office. -

Can we also remind
everyone that no adults should be in the school building in the morning or at the end of the
school day. If you need to speak to a class teacher you can contact them through Tapestry, phone
the school office to make an appointment or pass on a message or catch them at the end of the
school day once all children have been passed over to their families. Our school day ends at 3.25
pm for all children. Can we also please remind families that dogs, no matter how small, are not
permitted through the school gates or on the school playground. We have over 500 people on
the playground at the start and end of each day and we all greatly appreciate your help and
support in keeping our school as safe as possible and our school days running smoothly for
everyone.

Thank you to everyone who is using Easyfundraising.

There are no catches to using the site, you don’t need to 5%
share bank or payment details, just sign up and choose to O easyfundralslng
support St. Cuthbert’s. all you then need to do is search for ‘ A fee( QOOd SkOPPW\g
your chosen store or seller on the easyfundraising site and

do your online shopping as normal. If you are booking a holiday, buying any insurance, changing
internet suppliers, mobile phone providers, etc. online, and doing so through the site they make
quite big donations to school! It's really easy to get set up and running, all you need to do is:

1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stcuthbertsrcprimary/and join for free.

2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start shopping.
3. After you've checked out, that retailer will donate to St. Cuthbert’s at no extra cost to you
whatsoever!

There are no catches or hidden charges and we would be grateful for your support and donations which
will go towards all our children.

Thank you to everyone who has been using Tapestry, our keepingintouch@stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk
email, and school phone to keep in touch with school staff. Lines of communication must be kept as open
and honest as possible between school and home as we work hard to keep our open-door policy and

approach going by making so many ways to keep in touch available. As highlighted'in the past we don't

, and we won’t be setting up accounts on either medium. If you have any questions, or
concerns, or need to chat with a member of staff at school please make sure you use one of three methods
we have put in place:

e Message a member of staff on Tapestry with messages regarding work, arrangements
for the school day for your child, etc. All staff have access to Tapestry.



https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stcuthbertsrcprimary/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stcuthbertsrcprimary/
mailto:keepingintouch@stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk
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day-to-day things like questions about what is happening at school. We cannot
guarantee that your question will be answered on time this will only happen by
contacting the school office.

e Phone 0191 691 9876 and arrange an agreed time to chat with someone. Use the
school phone number to advise us of absence from school, and for questions about
day-to-day things. Phoning school during the school day remains the best way to get
in touch.

If you have not yet activated your Tapestry account or if you are having trouble accessing
it please let us know as soon as possible. Tapestry is one of the main ways we keep in
touch with families and it is important that you can receive messages and posts from it

even if you don’t use it a lot yourself.
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If you haven’t joined our school lottery yet it is really easy and gives you a chance of
winning our school jackpot each week and gives you an entry to a much bigger weekly
jackpot. All profits from the lottery go towards helping us make sure our children continue
to have the fantastic opportunities they get every week at St. Cuthbert’s. Our weekly prize
currently stands at £19.80, you will also be entered into a national school lottery for a
£25,000 draw each week. You can sign up at
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary

We work continuously with all staff and children to keep children and everyone at St.
Cuthbert’s safe at all times. Our current Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy and
further information is on our school website,
https://www.stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk/safeguarding and they outline our approaches and
policies to safeguarding throughout school. You will also find a copy of our safeguarding
policy that we share with the children. It has been written to be accessible to the children
and goes alongside all the work we do with them throughout the year. We teach
safeguarding and staying safe through many different subjects and you will see the weekly
online safety posters we add to every newsletter that we send out. Throughout the year we
also have online safety lessons with all children and these range in topic from what to do if
a child feels unsafe, how to create the best usernames and passwords and how to judge if
the information you are reading or watching is genuine and accurate. We also hold online
safety sessions for families each year to help you keep your children safe online at home. If
you have any questions about safeguarding at St. Cuthbert’s please get in touch by emailing
keepingintouch @stcuthberts.email or speaking to Mr Dillon or Mrs Cottiss who you can
find on the school playground at the start of each day or by phoning the school office.

We send out all our letters and forms to families through ParentMail and sometimes we
send forms that we need you to complete and return as soon as possible please. We use
Twitter to share what is happening at school, our account is locked so you need to request
access to follow us. If you want to follow our Twitter account our name is stcuthbertsns, if
you don’t get permission to follow let us know and we’ll get you on. We use Tapestry to
share more detailed information about what your child is doing at school. Tapestry is


https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/st-cuthberts-rc-primary-school/supporter
https://www.stcuthbertsrcprimary.co.uk/safeguarding
mailto:keepingintouch@stcuthberts.email
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fantastic at keeping you up to date with everything and we love it when you press the
‘like’ button on Tapestry and Twitter- it shows us that you are getting to see what is
happening and it also shows everyone at school that you appreciate what they are doing. If
you have any trouble accessing any of these apps please let us know, they are important
and great ways to keep up to date with everything going on at our very exciting and busy
school.

Thank you for your amazing continued support, stay safe and God bless,
Shaun Dillon
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Our weekly E-Safety information posters now come with a link to the National Online

Safety website and further resources, including podcasts and more explanations about the
app or service highlighted each week. You can access the resources by clicking here Wake

Up Wednesday.

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

-~ STREAMERS

ger. B | . Livestreaming has become a big part of the entertainment people consume, and what began as a series
of gamers sharing their screens has grown into a huge industry packed with personalities - and potential
WHAT ARE risks for your children. With over 2.5 million people watching Twitch, the most popular streaming service,

7. T\'\E R'SKS? at any one time, it's important to remain aware of the risks associated with streamers.

' \ >
¢ INAPPROPRIATE W UNREALISTIC
<« CONTENT A EXPECTATIONS

Some gaming streamers will stick to . Influencers often showcase how glamourous
family-friendly titles, but others will play more their lives are, making some users feel as
violent games that tend to be more popular. though they are lesser. However, it's important
Non-gaming streamers could, in theory, discuss to stress that, in many ways, this is an act, or at
just about anything, and some streamers will the very least, not common. Logan Paul, who
often stream in revealing outfits. X has been successful as a streamer and
influencer, has a Pokemon card worth $5 million,

AN 0 but this is atypical of anyone working in the
; medium.
NEGATIVE v

INFLUENCES S ~ R -y
While things have improved, streamers are : || M’S'NFORMAT’ON (fk

often paid by companies to promote products, CEWOQED
and this isn't always stated explicitly. While it's Streamers are, in many ways, just

unlikely these goods will be harmful to your & like us - and they can get things wrong

child, some streamers and influencers have or reel off an opinion without having thought
engaged (knowingly or not) in scams in the [ about it. Some can simply say awful things to
past. . Y get arise out of viewers or to sway them to

B P b | 7@@ ; their side of a holtopic,-
FINANCIAL g 3 ; ¢ -
HARM S ‘ A ADDICTION AND

-l

Streamers will often have donation buttons on { SCREEN T’ME m" } /.

their screens for users to submit money. What

can start as small amounts can quickly spiral as e If your child is watching a lot of a particular
streamers engage with paying viewers more -3 e streamer, it can be just as damaging to their
often, potentially leading to financial issues. N \ social life as playing too many video games.

EXPLAIN HOW STREAMING WORKS ‘ ("“-Q' CHECK OUT STREAMING PLATFORMS

For a younger viewer, being a streamer or influencer seems aspirational, but it While Twitch was the de facto streaming service for years, YouTube has
involves a lot of work and no small degree of good fortune. Streamers are often gained popularity, too. Then there are Kick and Rumble, which have
managed and unable to speak freely due to sponsors, and influencers are just that - grown in popularity with moves for big-name streamers - despite many
influencing young minds, for better or for worse. y being dogged by controversy.

— e P .

DO NOT LOG PAYMENT INFORMATION ( SET SCREEN TIME LIMIT.

S el . :
Streamers can reward i with iti content, You can set screentime limits for mobile apps on iOS and Google,

“shout outs” and more. If you're unsure about who or what your child is watching, but with other platforms like a PC it may be more difficult to keep tabs.
consider avoiding linking payment information. This is especially notable with Twitch, — Consider checking in regularly to ensure your children aren’t watching
which is owned by Amazon and therefore has some crossover. content they shouldn’t be.

§
I .

Meet Our Expert

Lloyd Coombes is the Games Editor of the Daily Star, and has been workin: .

in tyhe gaming and tech industry for five years.yA regular visitor to the Appg = & thlon0|
Store to try out new tools, he's also a parent and therefore understands the L . Colle eﬂi‘
importance of online safety. He's also a tech and fitness writer and has 9
been published at sites including IGN, TechRadar, and plenty more.

Source: See full reference list on guide page at: h}(pg"'//hiigib'rib\colwege.com/gu\des/srremmers

X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuwthenationalcollege @wake.upwednesday o)t @wakeupweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 19.03.2025



https://linktr.ee/wakeupwednesday
https://linktr.ee/wakeupwednesday

4 N
N\ /"

St. Cuthbert’s School Newsletter s () 'i
Sunday 23 March 2025 www.northtynesidecatholic.org.uk/ — 3

o
“Hope

PiLGR™

Mass times online on Facebook and at St. Cuthbert’s each Sunday at 11lam. Fr. Chris Hughes can be contacted on 257 5801
PE and Outdoor Learning Timetables 2024/2025

Day
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday

Friday

Children should come to school wearini their PE kit on their PE day.

Class

Year 5

Reception Class

Year 6. Year 2, Year 3

Year 1 and Year 4

We have a timetable for outdoor learning but classes will take learning outdoors as often as they can
throughout the week. Children should wear old clothes on their outdoor learning day, PE kit on PE day
and school uniform on all other days. If an outdoor learning day is the same as a PE then children should
wear PE kit that is suitable for outdoors and whatever weather we are forecast to have.

Outdoor Learning Dates

Nursery (Friday)
Reception (Friday)

Year 1 (Tuesdays)
Year 2 (Tuesdays)
Year 3 (Wednesdays)
Year 4 (Wednesdays)
Year 5 (Mondays)
Year 6 (Mondays)



